
The COVID-19 pandemic has had a profound impact on the daily lives of  
GCPS students and families. Perhaps that is most keenly felt by our seniors and 
their families as you approach graduation. While the scheduled graduation 
ceremonies cannot be held in a traditional manner, GCPS is committed 
to celebrating your graduation and accomplishments. Plans are to hold 
graduations virtually in May during our traditional graduation season, 
followed by traditional ceremonies in mid-July if conditions allow. 

Planning for this virtual graduation experience is underway, including 
traditional elements such as student speeches, music, and recognition of each 
graduate. 

An important part of any graduation is the presentation and honoring of  
our seniors as they graduate. We need your help in building this graduation 
experience in a virtual environment. Seniors, please use guidelines in this 
flyer to complete the following:

• Pick up your cap and gown from your high school. 

• Submit a digital photo of yourself in your cap and gown.

• Confirm the correct spelling and how you want your name to appear on 
screen during the ceremony.

Directions for No-Contact Cap and Gown Pick-up
Plan to pick up your cap and gown and other available graduation accessories 
at the school during the week of April 20. Check your school’s website for 
times and school-specific instructions for picking up these items. As a 
reminder, your cap and gown must be prepaid before you can receive it from  
your school. Payment cannot be accepted at the school.

On Pick-up Day 

• Follow signs at your high school to the designated pick-up area(s).

• Do not leave your vehicle during pick-up. No students or family members 
will be permitted to exit their vehicle or congregate with others. This will  
be strictly enforced for the safety of all.

• Write your full name (last name, first name) on a piece of paper in bold 
marker and place the sign where it is visible through your vehicle’s  
windshield.

• School personnel will come to the window of the car to read the name  
of student. Do not unroll your windows.

• When directed, remotely pop the trunk or hatch (preferred) or unlock 
the back door. Personnel will place the student’s graduation items in the 
vehicle.

Other Graduation Information 
Your diploma will be mailed to your home address after the virtual graduation 
ceremony in May. The details for how virtual graduations will be available for 
viewing will be shared with seniors and their families in early May. 

Questions? Please check the school website for further information and who 
to contact at the school.

graduation 2O2O
Your Photo and Name Preference
Instructions for uploading your photo and 
submitting your name for graduation will be 
available when you pick up your cap and  
gown during the week of April 20.

Guidelines for Photos

Please ask someone to take a photo of you 
wearing your cap and gown, using guidelines 
below. (Please, no selfies.) Submit your cap  
and gown photo no later than Friday, May 1. 

What happens if I don’t submit a photo by May 1?

If you do not submit a photo of yourself in your 
cap and gown, then the school will use your 
senior yearbook photograph. If you do not 
have a senior yearbook photo, then your name 
will be displayed during the ceremony with a 
preformatted background.

Photos may be tak-
en inside or outside 
and should include 
the individual 
graduating senior 
only. Please be sure 
there is appropriate 
lighting so we can  
see your face clearly.

Graduates should be  
pictured from the  
waist to the top of  
the cap, in front of a  
solid background. Please do not digitally alter the 
photograph or include props in your photo. (See 
sample above.) This will ensure photos are consis-
tent throughout the ceremony.

Remember to place your tassel on the right side of 
your cap for your photo. By tradition, this marks 
that the student has not yet graduated.

Each photo will be reviewed to ensure that it 
reflects the dignity of the ceremony.

By providing your photo, you are giving permission 
to the school and GCPS to use it as part of virtual 
graduation which will have public access 
via social media and the internet.
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Congratulations to the Class of 2O2O!


